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Dear Comxmssloner Spitzer,

I would like to openly affinm my support in allowing Arizona Public Service (APS) to increase
its utility rates. As:an economic development professional with more than seventeen years of
expenence, I mtnnately understand the role of large utility providers to communities and
busincss and appreciate the benefits they offer to society. The proposed increase in interest rates
enables APS to make certain that the cnergy needs for future generations are met.

Understandably, the public desires affordable utility rates; however, the ex ldswe f,rowth and
statewide population projections demand an increased investment in publi - infrastructure. In
order to proactively address this and make proper investments, the Commisi “_m ust support
ratc rclief for APS; or Arizona will lose its ability to provide the needed in r cturc for
sustainable growth

APS deserves the fmr and equxtable treatment tor natural gas pricing tha ty companics
enjoy—a shared rate increase in exchange for reliable service. Current natiral gas: phcmg for

APS customers is based on 2003 rates, and prices have since soared. W thott 3 '
increase rates, APS will experience a significant capital loss. The compa
already near junk bond status.

ATS continucs to bc a model corpomte citizen, economic driver and 4
with nearly 6,000 employees. I encourage you to provide APS the reliefan
cnsure Arizona’s economy remains strong and viable. o

' ','“-rty necdcd to

Sjncerely,

" Barry G. Bﬁ)c}r%&

~ Presidendand CEO

' | ~cc: Bill Post, APS
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